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Nathan Shubert’s (they/them) third album The Moon From Here is a powerful
statement about troubled times. After the success of previous work (support
from Spotify editorial playlists and a European tour) Shubert had big plans
for enhancing their intimate sound with an extensive use of synthesisers and
hoped to release the album in early 2020.
Things didn’t go to plan: a difficult breakup combined with the many
ramifications of the pandemic lead to a serious mental health crisis. The very
existence of the album is evidence that Shubert was able to find a way to
coexist with depression and anxiety, and the result is a beautiful reflection on
loss and the nature of the individual in a time of upheaval, entrancingly
captured on felted piano, synth and field recording.
Each instrument is introduced in album opener Shallows, which is
immediately followed by the centrepiece of the album, Unspoken, an
emotional powerhouse of a piece and a real thesis statement. The emotional
range of the subsequent tracks runs from the desperately bleak All Around to
the thoughtful contemplation of If Ever and the gentle beauty of Iona.
The album closes with a note of curious optimism. The final track With,
Without is a shoe-in for the major piano playlists, but Shubert is wary of
oversimplifying the piece: “After listening to a good amount of dark music, I
hope the listener will be somewhat suspicious of the optimism of this piece.
Some people who have struggled with mental illness have learnt to be
distrustful of positive life moments”.
The Moon From Here is characteristic of Shubert: immediately appealing but
enriched with a subtle complexity that reveals itself over time. Full of beauty
and sadness, its gentle tone will captivate all fans of contemporary
instrumental music.

Track listing
1. Shallows
2. Unspoken
3. All Around
4. If Ever
5. Amidst
6. Door
7. Iona
8. With, Without
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